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Bruins Mascot Blades Celebrates Summer Reading 
at the Worcester Public Library 

 
Worcester, MA – The Boston Bruins mascot Blades will be stopping by to help celebrate 
summer reading at the Worcester Public Library, 3 Salem Square, Worcester. The fun will 
begin on Wednesday, July 19 at 2 p.m. The program is part of the “Build a Better World” 
Summer Reading Program. Special programs and activities will be held all summer, and 
readers of all ages are encouraged to track their reading online. 

The Boston Bruins have teamed up with libraries across the Commonwealth to 
encourage kids and teens to keep reading over the summer. “We’re certainly proud of 
the team, and their support of summer reading has really made a difference,” said 
Cynthia Bermudez, Youth Services Coordinator. “We’re happy to welcome the Boston 
Bruins mascot Blades to the Worcester Public Library.” 

Blades will be joining young readers in story time and Bruins trivia. The program will also 
include fun and games, giveaways, team activities, and a chance to take a photo with 
Blades. 

To encourage children and teens to keep reading over the summer Bruins players, 
including Patrice Bergeron, Zdeno Chara, and Tuukka Rask have helped libraries 
develop Favorite Books of the Boston Bruins, a recommended reads list that also 
includes librarian picks for the best hockey books. “The kids really enjoy picking up a 
book and seeing that it was recommended by one of the Bruins players. It inspires them 
to want to read it themselves,” said Iris Delgado, Youth Services Manager. The booklist 
and more information are available on Mass.gov/libraries. 
 
Summer reading is one of the best ways to help children and teens avoid the "summer 
slide" and maintain skills they have learned over the academic year. It also helps them 
grow the skills required for their next year in school. Studies have shown that children 



who read just four books over the summer fare better in the fall on reading 
comprehension tests than their peers who read one or no books. 

Massachusetts has offered statewide online summer reading programs since 2007. 
Participants register, write book reviews, set goals, and track their progress online. 
Massachusetts was the first state in the country to offer such a program. On average, 
350 libraries offer statewide summer reading each year with over 300,000 children, 
teens, and adults participating. The Boston Bruins have been active partners and 
advocates for reading and literacy since 2009, and collaborate with the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners and the Massachusetts Library System to develop 
reading and literacy programming. 

The Statewide Summer Library Program is made possible through funding from the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services as administered by the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners and through support from the Boston Bruins. 

For more information on Blades visit to the Worcester Public Library contact Linnea 
Sheldon, Community Relations and Communications Manager, at 508-799-1654 or 
lsheldon@mywpl.org. Check http://www.mywpl.org/ for updates on the Summer 
Reading program, and for a complete listing of all programs, please visit: 
http://www.mywpl.org/?q=classes-events. 
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